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1A STAFPF NOTE
SUBJECT: Percn: To Return or Not to Retwrnt

BMMARY

Juan Dominge Peran slmost certainly will mot return to
Argentina in the foreseeceble future. His repeated avowals
that bhe will return in 1964 probably haveleen designed to
undercut nec~Peronist lesders ssger to replsce him and vho
msy be susceptible to the overtures of the Illia Administrs-
tion. Peron pay stage @ vigit to Parsgumy -- & move also cal-
culated to disrupt President Illie's relations with the lenders
of the Armed Forces ~- pome time before the Argentine cone
gressional elsctions (1k March 1965).

1. Juan Domingo Peron, former Dictator-President of
Argentina (1946-1955), has repeatedly promised his followers
thet he will return from exile in 1964. In view of the known
determination of the Armed Forces that he ghmll not be per-
mitted any chance to regain power, Poron's posturing probably
has other purposes.
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2. In ouwr opinion Percu is meneuvering to combet the
efforts of some aso-Peronist leaders to take over ecomtrol of
the Peronist movament. Those efforts have Leen sacoursged by
certain tactice the Illie Administration has taken to split
Peron's following snd to secure the cooperation of moderate
Peronists. Whilo the pronouncement that Peron's return is
imminent hes stirred considerable enthusiaem suong }the Feronist
rank and file, it has evoked fuw huzsshs from the more moderate
Peronist leaders. Murthermore, Peronm has put the present
Peronist lesdorsidp in Argentineg on-the-spot by charging it
with prepering the vay for his retwn. If those leadara fail
0 affect his refawrn -« and the odds against this are prohibi-
tive «- they may find 1t 4ifficult to exonerate themselves in
the eyes of the Paronist masses. At the same time the alarims
erested by Peron's mansuvering msy disrupt I1lia's relstions
vith the Armed Forces, still the real locus of political power
in Argentina.

3. Feron zay prolong the dreme by making his retwrn
dependent upon ar impressive Peronist showing in the 14 March 1965
congressional eleetions. This would reguire & closing of renks
end the puwrging of Juke-varm Peronists showing any susceptibility
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to overtures from the Illis Admindstration. Sven s Peronist
euccess of the magnitude of that schieved in the Merch 1962
elections, however, would not enmue Peron's retwn. Az Illla
Administration that alloved Peronist csndlidates to schieve an
electoral victory probebly would suffer the same fate that
befell President Artawo Frondizt in Merch 1962 «- ouster by
the Armed Forces. Even if Peronist cendidates wvere not per-
rmitted, & substantisl blank vote (25-35¥) probebly would bring
s reimposition of close militery guerdianship as assurance

sgainst Peron's return.

k. There is sbout sn even chance that Peron will make
& trip to South Aseriss before ihe elections. If he does, he
probably will visit Parsgusy, vhere he wes given asylum after
his ouster by the Armed Forces (1955). Peron's presence in
neighboring Paragusy would give the Argentine military leaders
& case of Jitters even moye severs than the one they are having
nov. Their obsession with preventing Peron from regaining
power could lsed them into repressive action sgainst the Peronists.
Although clircumstances such s¢ these are not likely to retwrn
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Peron to power, they could delay indefinitely the imearpora-
tion of the bulk of the Peronists into the body politic of
the pation. Apd until that occurs politiesl stability will
continus to be @ Will o' the Wisp in Argentine.
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